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1. This is the 15thforest cover assessment in the series of biennial forest cover assessments initiated in the
year 1987. These biennial assessments describe how much and where our forest cover is, irrespective of its
origin, species, ownership, land use or legal status': All tree stands with canopy density over 10% having an
extent of more than 1Ha (being the Minimum Mapping Unit)including bamboos, orchards, coconut palm etc
within recorded forest private, community or institutional lands are thus reflected in the assessment of forest
cover.
2 Consistency is maintained in the assessment methodology including the type of satellite data used, making
the successive estimates comparable with each other. This helps forest managers and policy makers
involved in scientific management to track the changes in forest cover.

3. The LISS-111 data used in the current assessment were procured from National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC),
Hyderabad in digital format. Most of the satellite data used in the current assessment pertains to the period between
October 2015 to December 2015.
4. Data from post monsoonal period is favored as it is cloud free in most parts of the country. Inaddition, the new
flush of leaves post monsoon favor better discernibility of the vegetation on the satellite image. However, some parts
of the country especially in the North-East have cloud cover even during this period and therefore additional images
of such areas pertaining to January- February 2016 were used.

Note:- In UPSC and UKPCS Prelims Examination they ask a question “ Type of Forest”

@ Madhya Pradesh (77.414 sq km) in the country followed by
@ Arunachal Pradesh (66,964 sq km),
@ Chhattisgarh (55,547 sq km),
@ Odisha (51,345 sq km)
@ Maharashtra (50,682 sq km).
Note:- In UKPCS Prelims and IAS Prelims ask 1 to 2 questions from this part
@ In terms of percentage of forest cover with respect to total geographical area,
1

Lakshadweep leads at 90.33\,

2

Mizoram (86.27 %),

3

Andaman & Nicobar Islands (81.73%),

4

Arunachal Pradesh (79.96%),

5

Manipur (77.69\),

6

Meghalaya (76.45\),

7

Nagaland (75.33\)

8

Tripura (73.68%).

1. After taking into account the changes observed during the two assessments periods i.e.ISFR 2015 (Updated) and
SFR 2017, there has been an increase of 6,778 sq km forest cover at the national level Three states namely Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala have contributed to an increase of 2,141sq km, 1,101sq km and 1,043 sq km
respectively, much of which can be attributed to plantation and conservation activities both within and outside the
Recorded Forest areas as well as improvement in interpretation due to better radiometric resolution of the recent
satellite data from Resourcesat-2.
Note:- UPSC and UKPCS ask the name of a satellite
2. Other states where significant increase has been observed are Odisha (885 sq km),Assam (567 sq km),
Telangana (565 sq km), Rajasthan (466 sq km), Himachal Pradesh (393 sq km), Uttar Pradesh (278 sq km), Jammu &
Kashmir (253 sq km) and Manipur (263 sq km). TheStates which show reduction in forest cover primarily include
Mizoram (531 sq km), Nagaland (450 sq km) and Arunachal Pradesh (190 sq km).At the country levet there is an
increase of 9,526 sq km of VDFand 1,674 sq km in OF, while there is a decrease of 4,421 sq km of MDF.

@ As per the present assessment, the forest cover in the hill districts of the country is 2,83,462 sq km,

@ which is 40.22 per cent of the total geographic area of these districts.
@ All districts of the States of Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Tripura and Uttarakhand are hill districts.
@ The current assessment shows an increase of 754 sq km of forest cover in all hill districts of the country.

@ The total forest cover in the tribal districts is 4,21,170 sq km which is 37.431 of the geographical area of
these districts. The current assessment shows an actual increase of 86.89 sq km in all the tribal districts of
the country.

@ North-Eastern region of the country comprising eight States namely,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura is endowed with
rich forest resources and is one of the 18 biodiversity hotspots of the world.
@ The region, with just 7.98 per cent of the geographical area of the country, accounts for nearly one
fourth of its forest cover.
@ One distinct feature of land use is the prevalence of shifting cultivation in hilly parts of almost all the
States of this region. Shifting cultivation has traditionally been intricately linked to socio-cultural life of
tribal people.

